VIP OUTLINE

William Blackstone

I. Background

a. Born in January 1838

b. Only child

c. His main career before his invention was a merchant from Indiana

II. Invention/Change/Creation

a. Invented the rotary washing machine in 1874

i. Removed and washed dirt from clothes

ii. Before women had to bang clothes on rock to remove dirt and wash clothes clean in a stream.

b. How it worked

i. Two wooden tubs that had 6 small wooden pegs

ii. Dirty clothes hung on pegs and then hand swished in hot soapy water

c. Selling washing machine

i. Moved company from Indiana to New York

ii. Started mass producing the washing machine

iii. Sold each washing machine for $2.50

III. Interesting Facts

a. Built the washing machine for his wife’s birthday present

b. Convenient home use

VI. Why it’s important today?

a. Caused for competition in washing machines and led technology to the modern motorized washing machine.

b. Gave women more free time, which allowed for women to start working outside the home.

c. We smell good because are clothes are clean.

